
Minutes of the Coconino Amateur Radio Club Meeting 

3/12/2026 

The meeting was preceded at 6pm by a presentation by Dave Brilliant, N8DAV. Dave presented on his 

YouTube channel methodology for testing ham radio and GMRS antennas. His channel has 2,247 

subscribers after one year, generating approximately $2.50/day in revenue. Dave uses consistent test 

procedures with the same equipment, locations, and methodology to enable apples-to-apples antenna 

comparisons. He tests almost every antenna sold by Diamond, Comet, Smiley, Nagoya, and Abris brands. 

You can find him on YouTube by searching on his call sign. 

 

The Zoom business meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by Vice President Jeff Thomson. The 

following members and guests participated: 

 

Jeff Thomson, Vice President  KK7ZGY 

Ken Held, Treasurer   W7SS 

John Nelson, Secretary   N7MLS 

Al Simmons    AB6VO 

Joe Hobart    W7LUX 

Jeff Harth    WA6TPO 

Bill Smith    KQ1S 

Glen Davis    KG7YDJ  

Phil Brunner    AE7OH 

Dave Brilliant    N8DAV 

 

Vice President’s Message:  Jeff said we will continue to have presentations at 6pm as long as we 

have available presenters. He will welcome suggestions and volunteers. 

 

Secretary's Report: The minutes for the March meeting were previously distributed via the email 

list. Jeff made a motion to accept as distributed. Al seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Ken presented the Treasurer’s report for the end of March. Beginning balance 

was $5803.50. We received income of $390 for dues and had no expenses, resulting in a month ending 

balance of $61933.50. We currently have 26 paid members plus 2 life members. John made a motion to 

accept the report and Dave seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business - none 
 
New  Business and Upcoming Events 
 
- Sacred Mountain Prayer Run, June 6 – Event coordinator position is still vacant after 

Dan Shearer became unavailable due to family caregiving responsibilities. Anyone volunteering 

should let Jeff or Joe know. Minimum 6-8 operators needed; event typically requires 8-10. A 

go/no-go decision is required within 2 weeks to confirm participation with event organizers. 



- STEM Celebration - APR 25 1-4pm. Joe is coordinating. Glenn, Al, Mark, and Ken will be 

participating. Event organizers are experiencing staffing challenges and have not yet issued 

location assignments. Activities will include Morse code demonstrations and an active ham 

station on 20 meters. Joe is still working on the bookmark handouts. 

- Community Wildfire Protection Day – Mark (WB8VWC) was not in attendance, so no 

update was provided. 

- NADXA Invitation for Joint Field Day Operations – Jeff made a motion to accept the 

NADXA invitation to participate in joint field day operations at Home Depot. Dave seconded the 

motion and it passed unanimously. 

- CARC 50th Anniversary (1976-2026) - The group discussed planning a special event to 

celebrate the Coconino Amateur Radio Club's 50th anniversary, coinciding with the country's 

250th anniversary and Route 66's 100th anniversary. Trevor Poirier (KM7CTW) is opening a new 

gun range facility and has invited the club to participate in a one-of-a-kind Radio Range Day at 

Prevail Training Center as part of our 50th Anniversary celebration. 

• Activities: Shooting course controlled via handheld radio instructions from net control, 

antenna launching contest, multi-day camping option  

• Cost: ~$30/person for shooting participation, ~$10 for facility access only  

• Timing: Likely September due to Trevor's rotation schedule (2 months Somalia, 2 

months Flagstaff) and pending birth of second child 

The group agreed to move forward with planning this event. 

 

 - Fundraiser Opportunity: We have been approached regarding selling custom amateur 

radio license frames as a fundraiser for the club. Jeff will reach out to the custom plaque vendor, 
obtain pricing and discount code, and then publish in our newsletter if viable. 

 

Other Items: Some additional topics came up during open discussion 

• Phil will modify our Facebook page settings requiring admin approval for posts. He will also 

change the website to display "Established 1976" instead of "galaxy far, far away". 

• Newsletter quarterly publication has been well-received; future issues will include a  member 

spotlight feature (Bill Smith featured first). We will continue to be published in the ADAW 

newsletter. 

• Jeff will update our ARRL club listing 

• Ken will contact Mike at NADXA about club table reservation at Flagstaff Spring Fest 

• Ken captured quite a bit of club equipment when Janice moved away. He will work on an 

inventory of items in his possession. 



• Jeff received a box from Dan Shearer containing High Country Static newsletters (1994-2005 

archive), sweatshirts for event use, and reflective vests with club logo for radio events  

• ARCA receives about $50,000 annually from ADOT that come in for ham radio specialty license 

plates. ARCA can provide some of that money to clubs in the form of grants. Jeff and Phil serve 

as our club delegates to ARCA. 

 

 

 

ARES Report – Joe reported 89 total hours for March. ARES net participation has improved 

lately. Glen’s ARES net in Williams is also experiencing increased participation. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, May 14, via Zoom. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 

   

Respectfully Submitted,  

John Nelson – N7MLS, Secretary 


