
Minutes of the Coconino Amateur Radio Club Meeting 

6/11/2026 

 

The Zoom business meeting was preceded by a 6pm technical presentation from Jeff on the topic of 

artificial intelligence (AI) tools for amateur radio. The business meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm 

by Vice President Jeff Thomson. The following members participated: 

 

Jeff Thomson, Vice President  KK7ZGY 

John Nelson, Secretary   N7MLS 

Ken Held, Treasurer   W7SS 

Al Simmons    AB6VO 

Joe Hobart    W7LUX 

Mark Christian    WB8VWC 

 

Vice President’s Message: Jeff welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Secretary's Report: The minutes for the May meeting were previously distributed via the email list. 

There were no additions or corrections. Mark made a motion to accept as distributed. Al seconded the 

motion, and it passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Ken reported that there were no receipts or expenditures in May, resulting in 

an unchanged balance of $6003.61. 

Old Business: There was no old business 

 
New Business 
 
ARES Report – Joe reported 95 total hours for May. Most of those hours were for net 

participation as well as participation in the Ponderosa Wildfire Preparedness Conference held 

on May 2. The weekly ARES net is now averaging 10-13 check-ins. Joe also reported that his 

Winlink station is back on the air running 1200 baud packet. 

Sacred Mountain Prayer Run, June 6 – Joe reported that the SMPR event was completed 

successfully with 4 club members providing communications support. Operations were challenged by 

high noise levels from Native American drums, chants, and the event announcer at the start/finish line. 

The event organizer (first-time coordinator) expressed strong appreciation for amateur radio support. 

Rimlink Ragchew – The club continues to meet on the Rimlink repeater system on Monday 

evenings at 7:30. This is a brief “meet-up”, not a directed net. Jeff commented that a previous 

meeting had a peak attendance of 7 operators using 4 different repeaters across the Rimlink 

constellation (Payson, Prescott, Flagstaff, Scottsdale, Tempe). The June 8 meeting had 4 

participants with some conducting an extended conversation. All are welcome! 



 

Flagstaff Hamfest June 20 – Jeff has procured a table skirt for use on our club table at the 

hamfest. The design looks great! It will come in handy for our field day event as well. Jeff has 

also developed a trifold brochure and business cards that can be used at both events.  

Setup activity will begin on Friday at 8am. The event starts at 8am on Saturday and is scheduled 

to go to 3pm. 

Several club members plan to attend the hamfest and help to staff our club table, but more 

volunteer help would certainly be appreciated.  

 
Field Day, June 27 at the Home Depot parking lot – The club will join the Norther Arizona 

DX Association (NADXA) for a joint Field Day “open house” event on June 27. The goal is to have both the 
CARC trailer and the NADXA trailer on the air, and to interact as much as possible with the public. Jeff 
will also provide equipment for a GOTA station. 
 
A planning meeting is set for June 18 at 6:30pm to finalize operator schedules, station assignments, and 
coordinate with NADXA for interference management. 
 
We need as many club members as possible to attend and participate as they are able.  
 
CARC 50th Anniversary (1976-2026) - The group previously discussed planning a special 

event to celebrate the Coconino Amateur Radio Club's 50th anniversary, coinciding with the 

country's 250th anniversary and Route 66's 100th anniversary. Trevor Poirier (KM7CTW) is 

opening a new gun range facility and has invited the club to participate in a one-of-a-kind Radio 

Range Day at Prevail Training Center as part of our 50th Anniversary celebration. 

 

There was general consensus that some kind of in-person anniversary event would be 

desirable, and that Trevor’s offer is attractive. The weekend of September 26 was selected as a 

tentative schedule. The event could be open to the public and other clubs as well. Jeff will 

coordinate with Trevor. 

 

Grand Canyon Hike: Scott Hammond KK5PP had contacted the club regarding HF radio operations 

inside the Grand Canyon. There has been no further communication on this topic. 

 

CARC website: https://cocoradio.club/ could us some updating, including our calendar of events. 

Many thanks to Phil for maintaining the website, but it may be time to bring in professional support that 

can provide continuity as club members and officials come and go. Ken will forward Jim Shrine's 

business name and phone number to Jeff for website services discussion. 

 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 9, via Zoom.  

https://cocoradio.club/


Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm. 

 

For additional upcoming events, please see the club newsletter 

   

Respectfully Submitted,  

John Nelson – N7MLS, Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


